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Dear Parents/Carers and Children,
May I greet you on behalf of myself and the
whole staff to our school. Here at St. Gerard’s
we welcome the partnership of Parish, Home
and School; we work extremely hard to create
a community spirit and we very much hope
you will choose to become part of it.
St Gerard’s is a school that our children, staff
and governors are proud of. It is part of the
National Catholic Education System, and
functions in partnership with the Archdiocese
of Liverpool. This partnership allows parents
to have children educated in Religion and
Values.
We strive to promote the values of our
Christian faith throughout our daily life. We
provide a religious syllabus, which develops
our children’s knowledge and understanding
of our faith. However, more important to this
school are those values, which we try to relate
to all the aspects of our life within the faith
community of St Wilfrid’s Parish.
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Headteacher’s Welcome
We are conscious of the necessity to provide
our pupils with a broad and balanced
curriculum and constantly review and
evaluate the achievements of the school. We
aim to provide both high academic standards
and a good faith basis. St Gerard’s strives to
achieve its aims through a strong partnership
between governors, staff, children, parents
and parish.
Many of our governors are parents or members
of our Church community. We believe that
this improves the level of co-operation
and the sense of shared commitment and
responsibility.
We would be pleased to show parents around
our school, so that the atmosphere and ethos
can be experienced first-hand. We welcome
this as an opportunity to explain our aims and
to be able to answer any questions that you
may have.
We look forward to working with you and your
child in our very special school in the heart of
the community.
K. Landrum - Headteacher
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About our School
Our Curriculum
To deliver the current Department for
Education National Curriculum, our school’s
planning and teaching content is guided in
English and math’s by the specific year group
documents produced by School Improvement
Liverpool.

Early Years
Early Years education is the foundation upon
which children base the rest of their lives and
is an education that encompasses all learning.
This is delivered in our school by use of the
Foundation Stage syllabus and curriculum.

There are Six Areas of Learning covering
children’s physical, intellectual, emotional
and social development. The delivery of these
areas are complementary to Teaching and
Learning throughout all phases within the
school.
The strategies employed will be observed in
similar forms throughout the school. Many
aspects of the overarching approach used
in Foundation are continued and employed
throughout Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2.

The school is highly
respected in the local
community. Parents are
very complementary about
the senior leaders and the
staff’s support and care for
their children.
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About our School
Phonics

Breakfast and After School Clubs

Phonics is taught daily to children in KS1 and
lower KS2, grouped according to phases. It is
formally assessed each half term. We use the
Letters & Sounds programme to teach phonics
which aims to build children’s speaking and
listening skills as well as to prepare children
for learning to read by developing their phonic
knowledge and skills. It sets out a detailed and
systematic programme for teaching phonic
skills for children starting by the age of five,
with the aim of them becoming fluent readers
by age seven.

As a school we offer a Breakfast Club and an
After School Club. Breakfast Club starts at
7.45 am and the staff sees the children out
at 8.45 am this is a free club and all children
including Nursery are welcome to attend. Our
After School Club begins at 3.15 pm and ends
at 5.00 pm this costs £1.50 per child per night
and again is open to all children in our school
community.

Children make good
progress in the Early Years
Foundation Stage, and Key
Stage 1. In 2013, standards
at the end of Key Stage 2
were well above average in
writing and above average
in mathematics and
reading.
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Children in the Early Years Foundation Stage enjoy learning. Teachers
and teaching assistants allow children to explore the world around
them, have high expectations of children’s behaviour and what they
can achieve. This was evident during a phonics session in the Reception
class where pupils made good progress as they eagerly engaged in a
game to refresh their knowledge of the letters and sounds that they
had learned previously.
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Our Catholic Ethos

Promoting British Values

“St. Gerard’s Catholic Primary school is an
outstanding school in providing Catholic
Education.”

As a Catholic School we actively promote
values, virtues and ethics that shape our pupils
character and moral perspective, through the
teachings of the Church. We are confident that
our continued focus on the Gospel Values will
give our pupils the necessary awareness of
what it means to be a good citizen in Britain
today, and embed in them the building blocks
of a future successful and productive life.

“The extent to which the pupils contribute to
and benefit from the Catholic life of the school
is outstanding. The school exudes a strong
sense of spiritual purpose. There is a focus
on teamwork, achieving high standards and
creating a nurturing welcoming environment
where Gospel values permeate every aspect of
school life.”
From our 2015 ‘Outstanding’ R. E inspection
report
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Our Catholic Ethos

Through our RE, PSHE, SEAL, Geography
and promoting The Common Good we are
able to make real links between the values
of our pupils and the lives of others in their
community, country and the world in general.

Relationships between
teachers and pupils are
exceptionally strong.
Teachers ensure that
learning interests the
pupils. They make sure
there are no barriers to
pupils’ full participation in
all aspects of school life,
including trips and afterschool activities.

Through our Creative Curriculum we teach
about democracy (school council elections),
civic responsibility (being part of making
rules and looking after the world around us),
rules and laws, equality, values and virtues,
environmental awareness (eco-schools) and
understanding of other faiths through visits to
places of worship and visitors to school.
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We aim:
> to be a celebrating community, living the
Gospel Values;
> to provide an enriching, inclusive learning
experience which strives for excellence;
> to journey together in partnership to become
an inspiring and aspiring community.

Objectives - To be an inspiring and aspiring
community, living the Gospel Values to
achieve this aim we:
> put Christ at the centre and embrace Gospel
Values and the teachings of the Catholic
Church into every aspect of our school life
and work;
> have a shared vision;
> uphold the dignity and value of each person
as a unique individual, made in the image of
Christ;
> learn about difference in our world and
respect and value diversity;
> promote and model relationships and
behaviour rooted in the teaching of Christ;
> deliver the ‘Come and See’ Religious
Education Programme;

All teaching, including in
the Early Years Foundation
Stage is good.
www.st-gerards.halton.sch.uk
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Aims and Objectives
> ensure that acts of Collective Worship,
prayer and liturgical
> celebrations are an active and integral part
of the teaching and learning;
> devise and implement policies and
procedures that reflect and express the
Catholic faith;
> display symbols and religious icons to enable
everyone to experience the uniqueness and
sacredness of the learning environment;
> offer opportunities for each person to
experience life in all its fullness.

To provide an enriching, inclusive learning
experience which strives for excellence;
To achieve this objective we:
> acknowledge that Religious Education is at
the heart of the curriculum;
> provide a Christian, structured, broad,
balanced, engaging,
> appropriate, quality curriculum and extracurricular programme, to empower all
members of the school community to reach
their full human potential;
Continued overleaf >>
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> promote a positive, affirmative ethos;
> nurture the well-being of every individual and
enable them to positively serve society;
> ensure that Religious Education is well
resourced and allocated 10% of curriculum
time;
> integrate the knowledge, understanding, skills
and values of
> Religious Education into all aspects of earning
and school life;
> sustain a learning environment that is
distinctive, accessible, safe, stimulating and
well maintained;
> teach respect and care for God’s creation;
> engage positively and collaboratively with
individuals, schools, services, agencies and
with changes and developments in education

To journey together in partnership to achieve
this objective we:
> form part of the spiritual, pastoral and
community life of the Parish, Diocese and
Church;
> involve the clergy, religious and catechists in
the work of the school;
> support the local Parish and the Church’s
universal mission to make God known to all
peoples;
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Aims and Objectives
> evolve with the Parish communities through
developments in the Pastoral Area
of St. Wilfrid’s;
> assist parents/carers in the education and
religious formation of their children;
> maintain and build upon the affirmative
and supportive relationships in the school
community;
> collaborate with other schools, professionals,
services and agencies to meet the needs of
the children and their families;
> encourage
citizenship,
communal
responsibility and commitment to social
justice;
> promote
community
cohesion
by
understanding and respecting differentraces,
cultures and faiths;
> care for and maintain the environment as
stewards of creation;
> endorse fundraising projects locally,
nationally and internationally;
> serve the common good.
These are our aims and objectives; our mission
statement of our School…
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